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Introduction 

 

February 26th, 1958, returning to Lockbourne AFB from a routine training mission, an RB-47 

slammed into the ground about 25 miles southeast of the base. The crash occurred near a gas 

plant and a house, but missed directly hitting any structure or gas line. All four aboard were 

killed instantly. The flight commander was my father, 1st Lt. Theodore L. Jenner, Jr.  

    

    
 

I had been told at an early age that my father was in the Air Force, had been killed in a crash, and 

was buried at Arlington National Cemetery. In 1977, I learned more details of what happened. I 

was given a “scrapbook” assembled by my step-grandfather in the days following the crash. In 

the 1990s, as the Worldwide Web grew, I picked up an occasional tidbit about the crash, and 

stories and reports about B-47s in general. 

 

Then in early 2008, I discovered the vast wealth of genealogy resources that had become 

available via the web. While researching my family history, I decided to search “February 26th, 

1958” and “B-47”. Among the returns were a couple message board postings that referred 

directly to my father’s crash. I eventually was able to contact both posters, who had first hand 

knowledge of the crash.  

 

Two of the other three men that died near Sugar Grove, Ohio, that day each had a young child. 

Like me, these children would be in their early 50s today. Ever since I’ve known this, I’ve 

wondered how their lives turned out, and what became of them and their mothers in the years 

since.  

 

I’ve included here everything I’ve collected over the years. I thank everyone who has shared to 

help me bring this together, and have listed all sources at the end. I welcome further 

contributions, please email me at cjenner00@yahoo.com.  
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First Hand Accounts 

 

Recounting her “memoirs” in 1996, Lt. Jenner’s mother wrote… 

 

 

 
 

On Feb. 26, 1958, three planes were flying in formation on a routine mission over the 

east coast. The men in the other planes told me afterwards that all that day Ted was in 

good spirits as usual, and was singing little Pogo songs. Oh, this is so difficult to 

recall. This was told to me after the funeral by some of Ted’s buddies who were in the 

other planes that day. Later, I’ll write more about that specific time.  

 

If she did write more about it, I have yet to find it. The day after the crash, a newspaper article 

reported she was en route from Evanston, Illinois, to Columbus. Helen Bruckschen, Ted’s 

mother, passed away recently, on April 24, 2008, at age 99, just over 50 years after her son died.  
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Mary Vance was a sixth grader in a classroom that faced the site of the crash. In internet postings 

and emails to me in early 2008, she wrote… 

 

I was in the sixth grade at Berne Union School in Sugar Grove,Ohio and witnessed the 

crash. The aircraft flew over the village fast, low and loud. It crashed about 0.75 mile 

from us, missing a large Ohio Fuel natural gas pumping station by a few hundred feet. 

The impact was at the NW corner of Old Logan Rd. and Pump Station Rd. The crash was 

just a tremendous fireball and left behind nothing more than pieces and a crater. I recall 

that they brought in a crane to retrieve what was said to be pieces of the engines that were 

embedded in the ground.  

 

The area was pretty much cordoned off, the site cleared, and that was it. We never heard 

much about it after that. Over the years I have tried to find information about the crash 

and those in the plane with very little success. I would like to know about your father and 

his fellow crew members. I have always felt that the reason the plane didn't hit the 

pumping station was due to the heroics of the men on board. I am so sorry that you lost 

your father that day.  03/26/2008 @ 14:49 [ref: 20245] 

 

 
 

Above is a Google Earth map showing the view from Berne Union School in Sugar Grove to the 

crash site. 
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Mary Vance returned to the crash site in March, 2008, spoke to some people and took some 

pictures. The picture below is of what she was told is the approximate point of impact.  

 

 
 

Contrast that with an excerpt from a panoramic picture that ran in the Columbus paper the day 

after the crash. One of the Ohio Fuel Gas Company’s buildings that was there at the time of the 

crash still stands in 2008, and can be seen in both pictures. 
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Internet search engines also turned up this posting on http://www.b-47.com/GB3.htm : 

 

Date: 11/13/2003 Time: 10:23:53 AM 

Comments 

Hey there, glad to see someone keeping the old flame alive. I was stationed at 

Lockbourne AFB in Columbus, Ohio from 1957-1959 and worked on the B-47 in the 3rd 

srw under line chief M/S Vance. There were good times and bad, we had one plane (not 

from our group) crash on the base and one go in at Lancaster, Ohio. Sorry to say both 

flight crews never made it. 6 men total. Keep up the good work, I will look forward to 

checking in from time to time. Anyone wanting to contact me can do so at 

ddherm@swbell.net 

 

4 1/2 years later, on a whim, I emailed ddherm@swbell.net , and Dan Herman and I have had a 

very enlightening email exchange ever since. His first reply was well beyond my expectations.  

 

Wed, 12 Mar 2008 12:18:57 -0700 (PDT) 

From: "Dan Herman" <ddherm@swbell.net>   

Subject: Re: Feb 26, 1958 B-47 Crash 

To: "Chris Jenner" <cjenner00@yahoo.com> 

 

hello, hi. I just got your e-mail and was glad to hear from you. I am sorry but the AF 

never let us know the name's of any crew member's that died on any of the planes that 

went down so if you weren’t a member of the ground crew you did not know their names.  

 

I did however go to Lancaster, Ohio, which is just a short distance NE of the base and 

help retrieve a downed B-47. If this is the one that you lost your father in I am sorry for 

the loss to your family.  

 

There is not a lot to talk about on the accident, it was very cloudy that day with a very 

low overcast, it would rain off and on that day. I was on the flight line that day when we 

got the word that one of the planes from the base had went in and all members on board 

had died and that no one had got out. I and several others from the base had to go and 

retrieve what was left and bring it back to the base and lay it out on a hanger floor the 

way it was supposed to be if it were in the plane.  

 

Now for what I saw, the plane was really no more and we found out later that when it left 

radar it was traveling at a 45 degree angle under power from 5000ft. now here I have to 

tell you that the reason it was under power was because the approach chute was out and 

this is because when you did touch and goes with those planes you used the chutes to 

make you keep the engine's at a higher RPM so that you would not have a flameout on 

any of the engine's during take off again. Those old J-47 engines were bad about that if 

the rpm's got to low and you pushed the throttles forward to fast, it would drown the 

engine.  

 

More from Dan later in the section on what caused the crash. 
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On the same site I ran across Dan Herman was another interesting posting, although it was over 

five years old: 

Date: 2/18/2003 Time: 11:18:37 AM Remote User:  

18 Feb 03 Ran into your website by accident. Was an old RB-47 and B-47E co-pilot from 

1956-59. Flew out of Lockbourne AFB, Ohio. … Good luck and keep the website 

coming. Lt/Col Don Mortensen (USAFret) (annxdon@connect2.com) 

I emailed Lt. Col. Mortensen to see if he knew anything of the crash or the men killed. He 

provided a very informative response.  

 

From: "Don Mortensen" <annxdon@comcast.net>   

To: "Chris Jenner" <cjenner00@yahoo.com> 

Subject: Re: Lockbourne AFB, 1958 

Date: Mon, 26 May 2008 13:04:43 -0600 

 

Hello Chris: 

 

This must be a special Memorial Day for you, as it probably is every year. I'm touched by 

your desire to know more about your father and the circumstances of his death. My 

condolences for your loss. I hope your life has been fulfilling otherwise. 

 

You've certainly conjured up many memories for me. My wife and I spent many happy 

years at Lockboune AFB. We moved there in Sep 1956, after completing all the required 

courses needed to qualify one to crew and fly the B-47, including a couple of weeks at 

Stead AFB, NV, enduring the Escape and Evasion School, there. 

 

Yes, I'm sure I remember the accident your father was in. It was very sobering to all of 

us. We all felt much more vulnerable after that, but continued to man the aircraft and play 

whatever role we were assigned in the great Cold War. 

 

If it is the same accident I'm thinking about, and I don't recall any other major accident 

while I was stationed there, it included another young pilot named Coates, who was in 

my squadron and lived very close to us. As a result, there was a Commanders Call shortly 

after and we were all told to keep our wives informed of our finances. It seems that the 

men assumed that responsibility and when an accident like that happened, the wives were 

totally unaware of their financial circumstances. This, along with the grief and trauma 

experienced required some time for some of them to get on with their lives. I immediately 

turned the finances over to my wife and for past 55-years have relied on her. Now, I'm 

afraid, if something happens to her, I will be totally befuddled for the same reason. 

 

Although the threat of such an accident was never out of our minds, it was still never 

expected and when it did, it jolted us back to reality. As I remember, the flight your father 

was on, was beginning a non-precision letdown from their flight, using the Amanda 

beacon for their approach. That took them out over part of southeastern Ohio, in a large 

loop while descending from the higher altitudes and put them on a heading for the LAFB. 
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If you're not familiar with the procedure, the Amada beacon was just outside of the little 

town of Amanda, south of Lancaster, Ohio. This letdown procedure, using a radio-

navigation instrument, would indicate when you passed over the beacon. Then the pilot 

would throttle back and turn to a precise heading, and begin losing altitude at a given 

rate. The heading took you out and away from the beacon until reaching a prescribe a 

distance from the beacon, then a standard turn was made back to the beacon.  After 

passing over the beacon for the second time at a designated minimum altitude the aircraft 

took up a heading that would take it directly to the AFB. 

 

I don't remember what the final report attributed the accident to, but it seems that from 

the nose-low angle of the impact with the ground and the huge crater it left that there 

must have had some problems with its flight controls. My wife and I drove out to the 

accident site a few days after and I recollect the high angle of the aircraft easily seen on 

the tree branches that were sheared off as it plunged into the ground. 

 

I googled up some maps of the area and tried to pinpoint the exact location of the 

accident, but things have changed a bit there, but the name of the town, Royalton came to 

mind. Not much of a town, it was really just a crossroads. I know when I walked around 

the accident site, it impacted very close to the farmhouse, but I don't remember seeing 

any serious collateral damage to the structure. Not sure if there were people living there 

at the time. 
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So what caused the crash? 

 

Between newspaper articles about the crash and email exchanges from people familiar with it, 

there is a lot of speculation as to the cause. While considering the speculation, I obtained the 

official Air Force Accident Report. Here are the official “Findings” from the report. 

 
Certainly I found the “primary cause factor” in the official report disappointing. Some of the 

eyewitness reports call this finding into question. We’ll see later from an eyewitness that the 

landing gear wheel well door “failure” probably created a lot more than a “distraction.” Finally, 

the commander  responsible for the alleged “operator error” had been awarded the Distinguished 

Flying Cross for actions performed two years earlier. His DFC citation reads: 
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My father had landed the same aircraft in far more adverse conditions than were present over 

central Ohio that day. His biography which appears later includes details of the landings that 

earned him the Distinguished Flying Cross. That alone calls the finding of operator error as the 

prime cause factor into question. 

 

Here is more from Dan Herman regarding the cleanup of the crash. 

 

Now back to the plane, when we got  there there was no plane just a field of junk. The 

plane had just missed a booster station for a natural gas pipeline. If it had hit it, there 

probably would not have been anything to find. There was an old house that was to the 

west of the crash site that no one lived in, and the whole east side of the house was full of 

holes. We found several parts in the house and one of the hydraulic units for one of the 

ailerons in the attic.  

 

Where the plane hit there was a hole that was about 30-35 ft deep and we dug another 28 

ft to find the engines and the navigators’ section. The plane was scattered over about 300 

yds in all directions, and I am sorry to say that we could not find any bodies but just 

pieces of them. The largest was a foot. I am not going to say anymore if you don't want it, 

because I find that it still makes me sad to remember.  

 

We did find one of the forward wheel well doors about 5 miles from where the plane hit. 

You could tell that it had fallen off and not blown off. When the inspectors got thru with 

the plane they had decided that the door had broken loose while they were doing a go 

around, flew back and hit one of the elevators, and that it had jammed in the down 

position causing the plane to nose dive into the ground. They [the crew] did not hardly 

know what happened before it hit the ground.  

 

Those old 47's were electrical and hydraulic controlled flying fuel cells and if they ever 

went in there was not much left. I hope I was able to help you some, and most of all I 

hope that I did not cause any heart ache. My best wishes to you family. 

  

           Dan D. Herman           U.S.A.F.   

 

Finding #2 from the official report said the wheel well door “failure” “probably created a 

distraction to the air crew.” Some distraction. After receiving the official report and reading 

finding #2, I was curious and asked Mr. Herman the source of the information about the wheel 

well door failure. His response makes me further question the conclusion of the official report.  

 

That’s what the team said that was inspecting the planes remains. There were 4 or 5 

officers there, and probably 5 or 6 airmen and 2 or 3 nco's if my memory serves me right. 

Most of the people just came to look. There were 2 officers, 1 NCO, 1 airman and myself 

that 2 inspectors told what probably happened. Also there was a report about it laying on 

a desk in our hangar. I cannot this many years later say for sure if it was an official report 

because they didn’t keep anything out for long.  

 

Our company commander told us that each and every plane would have all the wheel 

well doors checked and while we were at it we could check all removable panels and 

chute doors. They even had the pilots check the door links before flights and that went on 

for about a month or so. 
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In May of 1958, the Air Force announced it was withdrawing its entire fleet of 1,500 B-47s on a 

rotation basis “for modification because of a “structural failure” indicated in a recent accident.” 

This appeared in an article from a May 3, 1958, Minneapolis newspaper that continued, “Since 

the beginning of this year the B-47 has been involved in 14 crashes with 34 casualties. Eighteen 

B-47 crew members have been killed in five accidents since March 21.”  

 

 



- 12 - 

Photos and Articles about the Crash 
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From the Lancaster Eagle Gazette, February 27, 1958 (thanks Dale De Long for obtaining this on 

microfiche from the Fairfield County Library) 
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Credit: Ohio Exploration Society 

http://www.ohioexploration.com/orphanFrame.htm?http://www.ohioexploration.com/historicallo

ckbourneafb.htm  
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